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HEN  "the  children  were  left 
out  in  the  planning  of  our 
cities,"  when  we  closed 
nature's  path  against  the 
growing  child,  we  made  it 
mathematically  certain 
that  he  should  seek  some 
other  path  or  cease  to  grow 
at  all.  If  opportunity  for  play  is  denied, 
and  by  just  so  far  as  it  is  denied,  stunt- 
ing and  perversion  are  the  absolutely  in- 
evitable results. 


■  ■ 


CROWNING   OF   THE    MAY   QUEENS   BY    MA  YOB   JAMES    BOLPH,    JR..   ON    THE   SITE  OF   THE    NEW    CIVIC 
CENTEB,    MAY    1,    1912,    U>'DEB   THE    AUSPICES   OP   THE    PLAYGROUND   COMMISSION. 
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CITY  HALL 


Aug.  12,  1912. 

To  f/ie  Honorable  James  Rolph,  Jr., 
Mayor  of  the  City  and  County. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Pursuant  to  Section  9,  Article  XVI,  of  the  Charter  of  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco,  the  Playground  Commission  herewith  presents  the  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  1911-12. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Rev.  D.  0.  Crowley,  Pres., 
Dr.  A.  A.  D  'Ancona, 
Mr.  T.  A.  Reardon, 
Mr.  Marshal  Hale, 
Mr.  John  McLaren, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Hayward, 
Miss  Agnes  G.  Regan, 
Playground  Commissioners. 


Joseph  R.  Hickey, 
Secretary. 
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HE  first  Playground  Commission,  created  with  the  inception  of  the 
department,  in  January,  1908,  entered  its  fourth  and  concluding 
year  with  an  appropriation  of  $75,000.00  for  1911-12,  which  was 
later  increased  by  an  addition  of  $2,500.00,  making  a  total  for  the 
fiscal  term  of  $77,500.00. 

Excelsior  Homestead  Purchase. 

Satisfying  the  petitions  from  residents  in  the  Excelsior  Home- 
stead District,  $21,000.00  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  a  site  300  x  250  feet 
for  a  municipal  playground  in  the  far  Mission.  Development  of  the  Excelsior 
Homestead  playground  was  delayed,  however,  until  1912-13,  when  additional 
funds  would  be  available. 

Hamilton  Square. 

The  demand  for  a  playground  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton  Square 
resulted  in  the  transfer  of  the  western  half  of  the  park  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Park  Commission  to  the  Playground  Commission.  This  play  area  has 
filled  a  long  desired  want  in  the  district  adjacent  to  Fillmore  Street.  An 
appeal  from  the  Board  of  Education  for  space  on  which  to  locate  the  tempo- 
rary Girls'  High  School  has  impeded  the  entire  development  of  this  play- 
ground property.  With  the  removal  of  the  school  building  within  the  next 
few  months  the  Playground  Commission  anticipates  the  completion  of  the 
original  plans  adopted  for  Hamilton  Square. 

Jackson  Playground. 

Jackson  playground,  located  at  Seventeenth,  Arkansas,  Carolina 
and  Mariposa  Streets,  occupied  the  concentrated  efforts  of  the  Playground 
Commission  during  1911-12.  Lack  of  sufficient  funds  prevented  the  comple- 
tion of  this  site,  which  is  arranged  to  represent  the  best  equipped  play  space 
in  the  City  and  County.  Additional  funds  in  1912-13  will  permit  the  operation 
of  Jackson  Park  by  September  1,  1912. 

Public  Bath  at  North  Beach. 

Increased  operating  expenses  and  the  demand  for  playgrounds  in  other 
parts  of  the   city   resulted  in   another  delay   of  the   proposed   Bathhouse   at 


Report  North  Beach  playground.     The  inadvisability  of  a  frame  building  for  bath 

I',  tYOBoi  so  purposes  resulted  in  a  high  estimate  for  a  concrete  structure.     Revised  plans 

Commission  have  now  been  offered  ;is  n  means  of  finishing  this  feature  of  the  North  Beach 

Page  8  playground  during  1912-13. 

Junior  Department. 

The  possibilities  within  the  scope  of  the  Playground  Commission  have  been 
well  exploited  during  the  initial  term  of  its  existence.  It  is  the  junior  depart- 
ment of  municipal  institutions,  and  while  it  is  really  enjoying  its  infancy  it  is 
destined  to  be  one  of  great  importance  to  the  people  and  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community. 

Supervision. 

The  demand  for  increased  play  facilities  for  children  has  reached  great 
proportions  in  the  knowledge  of  organized  games  and  the  general  effect  of 
supervised  play.  An  essential  factor  in  connection  with  the  playgrounds  pro- 
vided in  the  administration  of  public  recreation,  is  the  necessity  of  leader- 
ship at  all  times  by  trained  directors.  Without  it  the  playground  will  fail  to 
compete  with  the  excitement  of  the  streets,  nor  realize  its  possibilities  as  a 
factor  in  civic  and  moral  training.  The  success  of  the  playground  leaders 
indicated  by  the  large  number  of  children  drawn  to  them,  is  striking  and 
conclusive  that  it  is  the  personality  of  the  play  leaders  which  demonstrates 
success  as  much  as  expensive  apparatus.  A  playground  without  a  director  is 
a  source  of  continued  expenditures,  disorder  and  general  objectionable 
features. 

Objects  of  the  Playground. 

Three  factors  are  pronounced  in  the  success  of  a  playground  which  are 
essential  in  justification  of  the  system,  as  follows : 

First,  to  keep  the  children  off  the  street. 

Second,  to  give  them  wholesome  play  without  compulsion:  and, 

Third,  to  develop  a  law-abiding  spirit  to  offset  the  widespread  gang  move- 
ment, which  cannot  be  adjusted  by  police  methods. 

These  objects  can  only  be  obtained  when  within  the  ability  of  the  direct- 
ors, who  understand  children  and  their  activities  and  who  enter  into  them 
with  a  sympathetic  spirit. 

Attendance. 

The  following  tables  show  the  attendance  on  the  playgrounds  operated 
by  this  department  during  1911-12: 
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Expenditures.  Repobt 

OF    THE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  expenditures  made  by  the  Playground  Commis-  Playground 

i  i  mi  10  Commission 

sum  during  1911-12 : 

Pack  11 

Appropriation  and  Expenditures,  1911-12. 
Expenditures : 

Construction  and  material  $27,424.51 

Furnishings  47.49 

Labor    7,259.64 

Operating  supplies  2,673.71 

Play  supplies 861.41 

Salaries      18,166.00 

Stationery    27.95 

Excelsior  Homestead  purchase  21,035.00  $77,495.71 

Administration  and   general   5.526.95 

Excelsior  Homestead  purchase  21.035.00 

Hamilton  Playground 4.295.12 

Southside   Playground   6,707.57 

Jackson   Park   29,344.99 

Presidio   Play-round   2,689.70 

North    Beach    Play-round    7,896.38     77,495.71 

Appropriation.   1911-12  $77,500.00 

Expenditures    77,495.71 

Balance     $  4.29 

Administration  and  General  Expenses. 

Construction  and  Materials $      109.35 

Labor    12.00 

Operating  supplies  561.62 

Play    supplies    8.53 

Salaries 4,807.50 

Stationery    27.95     $5,526.95 

Hamilton  Square  Playground. 

Construction  and  material  $  1,051.12 

Labor    550.25 

( Iperating  supplies  400.21 

Play    supplies      176.04 

Salaries     2.117.5(1     $4,295.12 


Report  Excelsior  Homestead  Playground  Site. 

,,,  „£££  Purchase  price  $21,000.00 

Commission  Negotiating  lease  35.00  $21,035.00 

Page  '"  Southside  Playground. 

Construction  and  materials  $  1,337.20 

Furnishings  15.70 

Labor 512.75 

Operating  supplies  826.70 

Play   supplies 275.22 

Salaries    - 3,740.00     $6,707.57 

Jackson  Playground. 

Construction  and  materials  $22,067.40 

Labor 5,229.64 

Operating   supplies 80.45 

Salaries 1,967.50  $29,344.99 

Presidio  Heights  Playground. 

Construction  and  materials  $  690.00 

Furnishings  22.22 

Labor 179.50 

Operating  supplies  94.45 

Play   supplies 100.03 

Salaries    1,603.50     $2,689.70 

North  Beach  Playground. 

Construction  and  materials  $  2,169.44 

Furnishings ~ 9.57 

Labor 775.50 

Operating   supplies 710.28 

Play  supplies 301.59 

Salaries 3,930.00     $7,896.38 

Appropriations  made  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of 

San  Francisco,  since  the  inception  of  the  Playground  Commission : 

1908-09 $  20,000.00 

1909-10 35,000.00 

1910-11 ,.  50,000.00 

1911-12 77,500.00 

1912-13 80,000.00 


$262,500.00 


to  Bf  Otomplf  tfft  1912-1913 


Excelsior  Homestead  Playground. 

Persia.  Eussia,  Madrid  and  Edinburgh  Streets. 

Size.  200  x  350  feet. 

Area.  2  acres. 

Purchased  by  Hoard  of  Supervisors.     July.  1911. 
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Umprolifd  and  QinimproOfu  Propf  rtifs 


Jackson  Playground. 

Seventeenth,  Arkansas,  Mariposa  and  Carolina  Streets. 

Size.  401)  x  480  feet. 

Area,  4  41/100  acres. 

Deeded  by  Park  Commission.    July.  1909. 

North  Beach  Playground. 

Mason,  Lombard,  Powell  and  Greenwich  Streets. 

Size.  379-6  x  275  feet. 

Area.  2l/2  acres. 

Purchased  in  Bond  Issue  of  August  3rd,  1903. 

Southside  Playground. 

Seventh.  Harrison  and  Harriet  Streets. 

Size,  550  x  275  feet. 

Area.  4  acres. 

Purchased  in  Bond  Issue  of  August  3rd,   1903. 


Hamilton  Playground. 

Post.  Scott.  Geary  and  Pierce  Streets. 

Size.  446  x  275  feet. 

Area.  3  acres. 

Deeded  by  Park  Commission.    June,  1911. 
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Holly  Park  Playground. 
Holly  Park  Avenue. 
Size.  730x575  feet. 
Area.  7  56/100  acres. 
Supervision  sanctioned  by  Park  Commission.     September,  1912. 
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Presidio  Heights  Playground. 

Clay  Street,  between  Walnut  and  Laurel  Streets. 

Size,  137-6x137-6  feet. 

Area,  1  acre. 

Deeded  bv  Board  of  Education.     July,  1910. 


Bay  View  School  Playground. 

Bay  View  Avenue,  Flora  and  Pamona  Streets. 

Size,  200x350  feet. 

Supervision  sanctioned  by  Board  of  Education.     September,  1912. 

Southside  Playground. 

Seventh,  Bryant  and  Harriet  Streets. 

Size,  550  x  275  feet. 

Area,  4  acres. 

Purchases  in  Bond  Issue  of  August  3rd,  1903. 

Sacramento,  Clay,  Lyon  and  Baker  Streets. 

Site  of  former  California  Woman's  Hospital. 

Size,  137-6  x  255-4i/o  feet. 

Area,  1  acre. 

Deeded  by  Board  of  Education.     February,  1911. 

Broadway,  Between  Polk  and  Larkin  Streets. 
Size,  137-6  x  137-6  feet. 
Site  of  former  Spring  Valley  School. 
Deeded  by  Board  of  Education.     March,  1910. 

Nineteenth,  Angelica  Streets,  Cumberland  and  Cumberland  Place. 
Size,  205  x  183  feet. 
Area,  2  acres. 
Deeded  by  Board  of  Education.     November,  1910. 
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HE  CALIFORNIA  CLUB  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  first  year  of  its 
existence,  July,  1898,  opened  a  public  playground  on  a  school 
lot  located  at  Bush  and  Hyde  Streets,  the  same  being  tendered 
for  said  use  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Through  the  generosity 
of  public-spirited  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  the  playground  was 
ecpiipped  and  opened  for  the  children  at  the  time  of  the  school 
vacation  in  July.  The  California  Club  supported  the  playground, 
paying  the  director's  salary  and  all  accompanying  expenses  for  a 
period  of  three  years. 

The  idea  having  been  successfully  demonstrated  on  the  Bush  Street  site, 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  approved  public  playgrounds  as  an  educational 
factor  and  rented  a  site  in  the  south  of  Market  Street  district.  This  location 
was  developed  as  a  municipal  playground  and  operated  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  until  the  fire,  1906,  when  the  apparatus  and  belong- 
ings were  destroyed. 

On  August  3d,  1903,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco  passed  Ordinance  No.  946,  calling  for  a  special  election  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  propositions  to  incur  a  bonded  indebtedness  by  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco  for  several  different  objects,  one  of  which  was 
specified  and  set  forth  in  said  ordinance  as  follows:  The  acquisition  of  lands 
for  public  parks,  to  be  used  as  children's  playgrounds.  At  such  election  the 
proposition  to  incur  a  bonded  indebtedness  for  said  object  in  the  sum  of 
$740,000  was  carried.  On  January  25th.  1904,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  passed 
Ordinance  No.  1114,  which  provided  among  other  things  in  Section  7,  that 
the  bonds  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  'Sy»  per  cent  per  annum,  be  issued  in  accordance  with  the  result  of 
the  special  election  held  September  29th.  1903.  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
lands  for  public  parks,  to  be  used  as  children's  playgrounds.  Pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Ordinance  No.  1114,  Children's  Playgrounds  Bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $740.ouii  were  sold  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands  for  public  parks,  to 
be  used  as  children's  playgrounds. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  do  authorized  body  to  handle  play- 
ground ideas,  the  California  Club  offered  an  amendment  to  the  Charter  of  the 
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City  and  County,  to  be  voted  at  a  special  election  held  November  5th,  1907.  Report 

OF    T  TTF 

This  amendment  empowered  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  Playground  Commission   playground 
of  seven  members,  two  of  them  to  be  women.  Commission 

Mayor  Edward  R.  Taylor  appointed  the  first  Playground  Commission,  on  "GK  1!i 
January  14th.  1908,  as  follows :    Henry  J.  McCoy,  Sidney  S.  Peixotto,  Thomas 
V.  Boyle    (President  Board  of  Education).  J.  C.  Astredo,  Mrs.  Lovell  White, 
Mrs.  M.   S.  Hayward.  John  McLaren    (Supt.   of  Parks),  George  A.   Schlitter, 
John  A.  Hammersmith  and  X.  J.  Prendergast,  filled  unexpired  terms. 

The  Playground  Commission  is  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  munici- 
pal commissions.  Funds  are  appropriated  annually  from  the  budget  for  the 
Development  and  maintenance  of  public  playgrounds. 

This  is  a  short  sketch  of  what  has  been  accomplished,  and  is  conspicuous. 
in  that  the  Charter  amendment  was  fostered  and  carried  through  the  efforts 
of  the  California  Club.  The  solid  and  dignified  basis  on  which  the  playground 
system  of  San  Francisco  rests  is  due  to  the  persistency  of  the  organization, 
the  energy  of  all  who  participated  in  the  amendment  adoption,  went  to  the 
polls  and  solicited  votes  from  the  men  who  believed  in  playgrounds. 
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Petitions  for  Playgrounds 


HIS  Commission  has  received  petitions  from  twenty-five  different 
sections  of  the  city  during  the  past  year  requesting  that  play- 
grounds, as  provided  for  North  Beach  and  Southside  in  the 
bond  issue  of  1903,  be  duplicated  as  the  conditions  of  the  city 
demand. 

In  view  of  the  many  districts  unprovided  with  playground 
areas  and  the  limited  appropriation  annually  made  by  the  Super- 
visors, it  is  not  within  the  possibilities  of  the  Playground  Com- 
mission to  purchase  the  necessary  property. 

Southern  Promotion  Association,  Fourteenth  and  Railroad  Avenues — 

Petition  the  Playground  Commission  to  establish  a  playground  in  that 
section  of  the  city. 

Polk  Street  District  Association,  1750  Clay  Street — 

Playground  on  Broadway,  between  Polk  and  Larkin  Streets.    Site  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Spring  Valley  School. 

Ocean  View  Improvement  Club — 

For  the  grounds  of  the  Sheridan  School. 

J.  J.  McEwen — 

Vicinity  of  Union  and  Pierce  Streets. 

J.  C.  Astreado,  in  the  interest  of  the  Du  Boce  Improvement  Club — 
For  a  playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Du  Boce  Park. 
For  a  playground  in  Portsmouth  Square. 

Berean  Society,  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church — 
Playgrounds  in  all  needed  sections  of  the  City. 

Hayes  Valley  Improvement  Club  (two  petitions)  — 
For  a  playground  in  the  Hayes  Valley  District. 

M.  Ehrenberg  (two  petitions) — 

For  a  playground  on  the  site  of  the  Emergency  Hospital  in  Jefferson 
Square. 


Cress  Gannon,  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cali-  Report 

fornia  Woman's  Hospital —  Playground 

For   a   playground   on  the   site   formerly   occupied   by   the   above-named  Commission 
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Ingleside  Improvement  Club — 

Playground  adjoining  the  Kate  Kennedy  School. 

Mission  Promotion  Association — 

Playground  in  the  lot  adjoining  the  Agassiz  School. 

Boys  and  Girls  of  the  San  Francisco  Settlement — 

Playground  in  the  neighborhood  of  Twentieth  and  Harrison  Streets. 

Noe  Valley  Improvement  Club — 

Playground  on  the  block  bounded  by  Jersey,  Twenty-fifth,  Castro  and 
Sanchez  Streets. 

Pope  Tract  Improvement  Club — 

Use  of  School  grounds  in  vacation  periods  for  playgrounds. 

Peralta  Heights  Improvement  Club — 

Playground,  corner  Precita  Avenue. 

Mothers'  Club  of  the  Roosevelt  School — 

Playground  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Roosevelt  School. 

South  of  Army  Street  Improvement  Association  (two  petitions)  — 
Playgrounds  for  the  Fairmont  School. 
Improve  the  Bernal  School  and  Holly  Park  playgrounds. 

South  Central  Improvement  Club — 

Playground  adjoining  the  Lick  Baths,  Tenth  Street. 

Sunset  Women's  Improvement  Club,  1319  Nineteenth  Avenue,  Sunset  District — 
Ask  $2,000  for  the  equipment  of  a  playground  near  the  Nineteenth  Avenue 
entrance  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Women's  Progressive  Club  of  the  Mission — 

That  portion  of  Block  172,  Horner's  Addition,  which  is  not  used  by  the 
Clement  School,  for  playground  purposes. 

The  West  End  Improvement  Club — 

Request    the    acquisition    of   the    half-block    surrounding   the    Longfellow 
School,  by  the  City,  to  be  used  for  playground  purposes. 

San  Bruno  Improvement  Club — 

Fur  a  playground  on  the  site  of  the  South  End  School. 
Mr.  Rolla  V.  Watt,  in  the  interest  of  the  Central  M.  E.  Church— 
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San  Francisco,  May  17,  1912. 

To  the  Foreman  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  Committee  on  Public  Playgrounds  begs  to  report  as 
follows :  The  conclusion  that  we  have  come  to,  after  visiting  the  playgrounds,  is 
that  it  is  the  best  training  ground  for  citizenship. 

The  fact  that  the  children  delight  to  use  the  grounds  under  the  supervision 
of  competent  and  experienced  guardians,  and  are  separated  from  evil  influences, 
is  worth  more  in  money  saved,  worth  more  by  reason  of  the  higher  and  moral 
standard  that  will  necessarily  result,  than  all  it  can  possibly  cost  the  city. 

The  Commission  has  been  in  receipt  of  many  petitions  from  all  sections  of 
the  city  requesting  playgrounds,  but  until  some  provision  for  the  purchase  of 
additional  sites  is  forthcoming  the  requests  will  not  be  within  the  grants  of 
the  department.  In  the  estimates  of  expenditures  for  1912-13  the  Playground 
Commission  has  petitioned  for  $110,000.00.  This  amount  is  for  the  operation 
of  the  present  grounds,  and  the  completion  of  the  unimproved  sites. 

And  we  hope  and  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  be  as  liberal 
in  their  appropriation  as  possible,  as  it  is  the  only  undertaking  by  the  city  to 
strengthen  the  sentiments  of  our  people  in  the  way  of  righteousness. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


A.  Hirsch  (Chairman), 
Charles  J.  Pidwell, 
John  Mulhern. 
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BABY    SECTION    AND    SWINGS. 


JACKSON    PLAYGROUND. 

SAND   BOX    AND    SLIDE. 


GIRLS     BASKETBALL   COURT. 


DEDICATION    OF   THE    JACKSON    PLAYGROUND,    SEPTEMBER    2,    1912. 
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Children's  Playgrounds,  Management  of. 

Section  1.  All  children's  playgrounds  now  owned  by  the  City  and  County, 
and  all  the  children's  playgrounds  that  shall  hereafter  be  acquired  by  the  City 
and  County,  and  all  public  recreation  centers,  other  than  those  located  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  shall  be  under  the  management  and  control  of  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,  which  shall  consist  of  men  and  women,  and  shall  be  known  and 
designated  as  the  Playground  Commissioners.  No  person  shall  be  appointed 
such  Commissioner  who  shall  not  be  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  appointment  a 
resident  of  the  City  and  County,  and  who  shall  not  have  been  such  at  least 
five  years  prior  thereto. 

Commissioners. 

Sec.  2.  The  Commissioners  shall  be  seven  in  number,  five  of  whom  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  the  term  of  four  years.  Three  of  the  members 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  shall  be  men  and  two  of  them  shall  be  women.  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  shall  be  ex-officio  the  sixth  member  of  the 
Commission,  and  either  the  President  of  the  Park  Commissioners  or  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Golden  Gate  Park,  as  the  Park  Commissioners  in  writing  may 
appoint,  shall  be  ex-officio  the  seventh  member.  The  Park  Commissioners  may 
at  any  time,  by  resolution  served  upon  the  Playground  Commissioners,  change 
their  ex-officio  member  of  said  Commission,  provided  that  such  ex-officio  member 
be  always  either  their  President  or  said  Superintendent.  None  of  said  Com- 
missioners shall  receive  any  compensation  for  his  or  her  services. 

Organization.     Rules. 

Sec.  3.  The  Commissioners  shall  organize  by  electing  one  of  their  number 
President,  who  shall  hold  office  for  one  year  or  until  his  or  her  successor  is 
elected,  and  they  may  elect  a  Secretary  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Board. 

A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business.  The  Board  shall  hold  regular  meetings  at  least  once  in  two  weeks, 
and  as  many  special  meetings  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

The  Board  shall  establish  rules  and  regulations  for  its  government  and  for 
the  performance  of  its  duties,  and  for  the  conduct  of  its  officers  and  employes, 


Repoet  and  sliall   require  adequate  bonds  from  all  its  officers  and  employes,   except 
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Playground   laborers,   for  the   faithful   performance   of  their   duties,   and  in  such  sums  as 
Commission  may  be  fixed  by  it,  such  bonds  shall  be  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  filed  in  the 
Page  26  omce  °t"  the  Auditor. 

Sec.  4.  The  Commissioners  shall  adopt  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  aforesaid  playgrounds  not  inconsistent  with  the  ordinances  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California  or 
with  this  Charter. 

Powers  of  Commissioners. 

Sec.  5.  The  Commissioners  shall  have  complete  and  exclusive  control,  man- 
agement and  direction  of  the  aforesaid  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers, 
and  the  exclusive  right  to  erect  and  to  superintend  the  erection  of  buildings 
and  structures  thereon,  and  to  that  end  they  may  employ  superintendents,  sur- 
veyors, engineers,  laborers  and  other  employes  and  assistants  and  prescribe  and 
fix  their  duties,  authority  and  compensation.  They  shall  have  the  exclusive 
management  and  disbursement  of  all  funds  legally  appropriated  or  received 
from  any  source  for  the  support  and  equipment  of  the  aforesaid  playgrounds 
and  recreation  centers,  provided,  that  such  management  of  any  real  or  personal 
property  or  moneys  acquired  by  loan,  gift,  devise  or  bequest,  is  not  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  loan,  gift,  devise,  or  bequest.  The  Com- 
missioners may  purchase  in  the  name  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
lands  to  be  used  as  children's  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  with  any 
moneys  legally  appropriated  for  such  purpose  or  acquired  by  gift,  legacy  or 
bequest  for  such  purpose. 

May  Receive  Donations. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  may  receive  donations  from  persons  and  corporations, 
and  legacies  and  bequests  for  the  purchase,  improvement  and  equipment  of 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers.  All  moneys  that  may  be  derived  from  such 
donations,  legacies  and  bequests  shall,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  the  terms 
of  such  gift,  donation,  legacy  or  bequest,  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the 
City  and  County  to  the  account  of  the  Playground  Fund  of  the  General  Fund. 
The  same  may  be  withdrawn  therefrom  and  paid  out  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  for  the  payment  of  moneys  legally  appropriated  for  the  support  and 
improvement  of  such  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers.  If  such  moneys  shall 
at  any  time  exceed  in  amount  the  sum  necessary  for  immediate  expenditure  on 
said  playgrounds  or  recreation  centers  the  Board  may  invest  all  or  part  of  the 
same  in  interest-bearing  bonds  of  the  United  States,  of  the  State  of  California 
or  of  any  municipality  therein. 


Police  Detail.  Report 

OF   THE 

Sec.  7.     The  Chief  of  Police  shall  on  request  of  the  Commissioners  detail  Playground 
such  members  of  the  Police  Force  of  the  City  and  County  for  service  in  said 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  Page  27 
the  law  and  the  city  ordinances  and  the  proper  observance  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Commissioners. 

Supervisors  May  Set  Aside  Other  Lands. 

Sec.  8.  The  Supervisors  shall  have  the  power  to  set  apart  either  abso- 
lutely or  for  a  definite  period  of  time,  any  land  not  improved  with  any  public 
buildings  belonging  to  the  City  and  County  other  than  land  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  and  management  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  land  acquired 
by  the  issue  of  bonds  for  other  specific  purpose,  for  use  as  children's  play- 
grounds and  recreation  centers,  and  the  same  shall,  when  so  set  apart  for  such 
use.  be  under  the  exclusive  control  and  management  of  the  Playground  Com- 
missioners. 

Park  Commissioners  May  Set  Apart  Other  Parks. 

Sec.  9.  The  Park  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  set  apart  either  abso- 
lutely or  for  a  definite  period  of  time  such  parks  and  squares  or  portions  thereof 
as  they  may  see  proper,  other  than  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Mission  Park, 
for  use  as  children's  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  and  the  same  shall, 
when  so  set  apart  for  such  use,  be,  to  the  extent  of  that  use,  under  the  exclu- 
sive control  and  management  of  the  Playground  Commissioners. 

Appropriation  for  Support. 

Sec.  10.  The  Supervisors  shall,  for  the  purchase,  development,  equipment 
and  maintenance  of  the  aforesaid  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  annually 
appropriate  to  the  Playground  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  making  the  Budget 
such  amount  as  may  in  their  judgment  be  necessary  or  proper,  and  the  funds 
so  appropriated  shall  be  credited  to  the  Playground  Fund  of  the  General  Fund, 
and  the  Playground  Commissioners  shall  have  the  exclusive  management  and 
disbursement  of  the  same. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  all  property,  money,  receipts 
and  expenditures  and  a  record  of  all  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
votes  of  all  its  members  shall  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  with  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Article  XIV-A  added  as  an  amendment  November  5,  1907,  approved  by  the 
Legislature  November  23,  1907  (Statutes  Special  Session  1907,  page  56). 
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NORTH    BEACH    PLAYGROUND. 

SCENES   FROM   INDEPENDENCE  DAY   CELEBRATION. 
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HE  thing  that  most  needs  to  be  understood  about  play  is  that  it  is 
not  a  luxury,  but  a  necessity.  It  is  not  simply  something  that  a 
child  likes  to  have;  it  is  something  that  he  must  have  if  he  is 
ever  to  grow  up.  It  is  more  than  an  essential  part  of  his  educa- 
tion ;  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  law  of  his  growth,  the 
process  by  which  he  becomes  a  man  at  all. 

You  cannot  watch  a  child  playing  without  being  convinced 
that  the  thing  he  is  doing  is  serious.  Whether  it  is  a  baby  trying 
to  put  his  toe  into  his  mouth,  a  boy  climbing  on  a  chair,  with  varied  and  nerve- 
destroying  results,  or  a  little  girl  treating  the  diseases  of  her  dolls — or  what- 
ever else  the  child  is  doing — you  will  see,  if  you  watch  his  face,  that  he  is 
giving  his  whole  mind  to  it.  and  is  as  much  absorbed  as  you  become  in  your 
most  serious  pursuits.  In  truth,  the  play  of  children,  in  the  main,  is  not  play 
at  all  in  our  grown-up  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  play  in  the  sense  of  being 
spontaneous,  agreeable,  undertaken  for  its  own  sake,  and  not  for  an  ulterior 
object ;  it  is  not  play  in  the  sense  of  being  mere  relaxation  or  diversion,  or  in 
the  sense  of  being  of  secondary  importance. 

Many  people  who  have  realized  the  importance  of  children's  play  think 
that  it  recpiires  no  special  provision,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  is  so  instinc- 
tive. They  assume  that  the  satisfaction  of  so  universal  an  instinct  is  inevitable. 
But  it  is  npt  inevitable.  Eating  is  a  universal  instinct  among  healthy  people, 
but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  starvation.  The  impulse  is  inevitable,  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  but  there  may  be  nothing  there  to  meet  it.  or  what  is 
there  may  not  be  food,  but  poison.  Play  requires  its  appropriate  objects — 
tools,  medium,  partner,  playmates;  and  these  things  are  not  self-providing. 
The  mother  is  the  first  playmate,  as  well  as  the  first  source  of  material  sus- 
tenance. But  mothers  do  not  always  survive  childbirth,  and  the  loss  is  almost 
as  heavy  in  the  one  capacity  as  in  the  other.  People  sometimes  speak  as  if  the 
child  were  capable  of  evolving  his  own  world  out  of  nothing.  He  is  perhaps 
a  little  better  at  doing  so  than  grown-ups.  but  even  he  may  find  the  task  too 
hard  for  him — as  a  man  may  have  the  playing  instinct  of  a  Paderewski  and 
yet  not  be  able  to  improvise  a  piano,  or  condense  one  out  of  thin  air  by  the 
sheer  force  of  his  ability  to  use  it  if  it  were  only  there. 


Repout  So,  when  you  think  of  your  own  childhood  and  remember  that  playing 
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Plavgkound   was  ;,s  instinctive  as  breathing,  and  that,  as  it  seems  to  you  in  retrospect,  you 
Commission   always  found  plenty  of  chance  to  play  without  any  special  provision  being 
pAQE  3Q  made  for  that  purpose,  remember  also  that  there  was  room  to  play  and  thing? 
and  other  children  to  play  with,  and  consider  whether  there  may  not  be  chil- 
dren in  our  modern  cities  or  lonely  farms  less  fortunately  placed.    And  some- 
times even  good  conditions  can  be  improved. 

And,  besides  the  children  with  no  playground,  there  are  children  with  a 
bad  playground,  those  in  whom  the  play  instinct  has  not  become  stifled  but 
perverted ;  children  whose  growth  is  in  consequence  not  stunted  but  twisted 
and  deformed.  The  whole  question  of  juvenile  law-breaking — or,  at  least  nine- 
tenths  of  it — is  a  question  of  children's  play.  As  Judge  Lindsay  has  told  us, 
a  boy  who  breaks  the  law  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  not  a  criminal.  He  is 
obeying  an  instinct  which  is  not  only  legitimate  but  vital,  and  which  if  it 
finds  every  lawful  channel  choked  up,  will  seek  an  outlet  at  the  nest  available 
point.  The  boy  has  no  special  desire  to  come  in  conflict  with  the  laws  and 
usages  of  civilized  society.  He  shows,  it  is  true,  in  most  eases,  no  morbid  or 
precocious  aversion  to  doing  so.  If  there  is  a  man  clothed  in  dignity  and  a 
blue  coat  especially  hired  and  paid  to  chase  you  if  you  will  only  take  the 
necessary  means  to  gain  his  interest  and  attention — and,  if  there  is  nothing 
else  to  do — it  is  a  wasting  of  opportunities,  a  flying  in  the  face  of  Providence, 
as  it  were,  not  to  make  the  most  of  what  fortune  so  considerately  sends.  But 
tag  is  not  the  only  game,  and  the  policeman  is  not  the  only  one  who  knows  it. 
Nor  is  the  avenger  of  the  outraged  bell-wire  his  only  substitute.  Give  a  boy 
a  chance  at  football,  basketball,  hockey,  or  "the  game";  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  perform  difficult  and  dangerous  feats  on  a  horizontal  bar,  on  the 
flying  rings,  or  from  a  diving  board ;  and  the  policeman  will  need  a  gymnasium 
himself  to  keep  his  weight  down.  This  is  not  theory,  but  is  the  testimony  you 
will  get  from  any  policeman  or  schoolmaster  who  has  been  in  a  neighborhood 
before  and  after  a  playground  was  started  there. 

Is  play  a  necessity?  Yes,  if  the  boy  lives  and  is  whole.  If  he  is  above 
ground,  and  the  best  part  has  not  been  starved  quite  out  of  him.  play  there  is 
certain  to  be,  if  not  in  one  form,  then  in  another. 

The  "boy  problem,"  as  we  call  it,  is  really  the  grown-up  problem.  The 
boy  is  alright.  He  breaks  our  laws,  but  he  does  so  in  obedience  to  a  law 
that  is  older  than  ours,  a  law  that  has  never  failed  to  get  its  way  or  else  to 
impose  a  penalty — and  to  collect  it.  The  penalty,  as  is  the  way  with  such 
penalties,  is  collected  of  the  victim.  It  is  being  collected  now  in  our  jails  and 
penitentiaries,  in  weakened  and  perverted  lives;  the  normal  and  inevitable 


results  of  allowing  the  best  force  that  Nature  has  put  into  the  child,  the  force   Kepobt 
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that  was  meant  to  build  him  up  and  make  a  man  of  him.  to  go  to  waste  or  to  be   pLATground 
turned  into  abnormal  or  anti-social  channels.  Commission 

Against  the  deeper  law  it  is  we  who  are  the  transgressors.  "They  reason  AGE  " 
ill  who  leave  me  out."  may  be  said  of  Nature,  as  well  as  of  the  spirit.  And 
when  •"the  children  were  left  out  of  the  planning  of  our  cities."  when  we 
closed  Nature's  path  against  the  growing  child,  we  made  it  mathematically 
certain  that  he  should  seek  some  other  path  or  cease  to  grow  at  all.  If  oppor- 
tunity for  play  is  denied,  and  by  just  so  far  as  it  is  denied,  stunting  and  per- 
version are  the  absolutely  inevitable  results. 

Joseph  Lee. 


Report 

OP   THE 

Playground 
Commission 

Page  32 


SOUTHSIDE   PLAYGROUND. 

RUNNING    TRACK    AND    BLEACHERS.     HANDBALL   COURTS.     FIELD   HOUSE   AND   OUTDOOR    GYMNASIUM. 
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"The  grim  statistics  of  the  Fourth  of  July  probably  furnish  a 
sadder  commentary  on  human  folly  than  that  afforded  by  any  other 
celebration  in  the  world." — "Our  Barbarous  Fourth,"  Mrs.  Isaac 
L.  Rice. 


LTBLIC  opinion  is  now  fully  convinced  of  the  folly,  abuses,  and 
cost  of  the  prevailing  recognition  of  the  great  national  holiday, 
and  vigorous  measures  are  now  aimed  at  curtailing  dangerous 
explosives  and  fireworks.  The  press  of  the  country  supports 
severe  restriction  on  the  indiscriminate  use  of  noise  making  de- 
vices, at  the  same  time  curtailing  the  hours  of  demonstration. 
Each  year  the  Chicago  Tribune  compiles  the  roll  of  dead  and 
wounded  as  a  result  of  the  public  recognition  of  Independence 
Day.  The  totals  for  the  last  ten  years  amount  to  508  killed  and 
29,085  injured.  The  American  Medical  Association,  whose  tabulations 
arc  taken  in  August,  when  the  results  from  tetanus  are  apparent,  reports  an 
average  of  174  deaths  and  4.500  wounded  each  year.  Independence  Day  should 
be  magnified  as  our  chief  American  holiday  and  its  observance  enriched  by  all 
the  resdurces  of  entertainment  at  the  command  of  the  community. 

These  facts  are  influencing  the  popular  mind  to  demand  a  reform  in  the 
observance  of  Independence  Day. 

The  cities  id'  the  United  States  are  awakening  to  the  large  possibilities 
July  Fourth  affords  for  an  impressive,  instructive  and  joyous  civic  festival. 
Interesting  experiments  are  being  made  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to 
substitute  music,  pageantry,  sports,  organized  fireworks  and  illuminations  for 
the  present  hideous  racket,  noise  and  danger. 

The  first  inquiry  made  of  those  who  propose  a  proper  celebration  of  Inde- 
pendence Day  will  always  be.  "What  is  there  that  can  take  the  place  of  the 
traditional  firecracker  and  toy  cannon,  and  still  have  the  day  lose  none  of  its 
significance?" 

This  question  has  been  answered  by  San  Francisco,  where  the  details  of  an 
attractive  celebration  in  1912  offer  peculiar  interest.  The  leadership  was 
taken  by  the  Playground   Commission,  with  the  co-operation  of  a   group  of 


Report  citizens  delegated  by  the  Mayor  to  properly  assist  in  the  municipal  demon- 

Playground  stration.     The  Fourth  of  July  Committee  has  grown  in  the  estimation  of  the 

Commission  community   with   eaeh   year.      It   commands  generous  support   in   service   and 

pAQE  :i_|  money  and  is  now  recognized  as  an  essential  part  of  civic  life. 

Color  and  dramatic  action,  music  and  singing,  a  delightful  exhibition  of 
youthful  artistry — these  took  the  place  of  blatant  noise  and  the  tetanus  laden 
firecracker  in  the  celebration  of  what  some  misnomerist  has  called  a  sane 
Fourth  of  July,  but  which  after  1912  will  be  known  in  San  Francisco  as  an 
artistic  Fourth  of  July. 

Artistic  the  clay  was  in  every  sense.  The  juvenile  longing  for  some  outlet 
for  ebullient  life  and  for  the  deep  patriotism  that  is  founded  in  the  hearts  of 
American  children  at  school,  was  satisfied  in  the  most  appealing  manner. 
Pageantry,  graceful  motion,  sunshine  and  music  were  called  into  requisition 
to  please  the  adults  and  to  make  the  youngsters  an  inspiration  of  patriotism 
that  mere  noise  could  never  supply. 

The  playgrounds  were  the  principal  arenas  for  celebration  in  San  Fran- 
cisco on  July  the  4th,  1912.  North  Beach,  Southside  and  Hamilton  Square 
playgrounds  produced  historical  pageants. 

NORTH   BEACH    PLAYGROUNDS 
July  4,   1912 

Under  the  Auspices  of  the  San  Francisco  Playground  Commission 

Program   in   charge   of 

Directors  Mr.  Robert  Lundie  and  Miss  Edna  Hayward 

1.  Music  by  Band 

2.  Discovery  of  America  by  Columbus. 

3.  Music  by  Band. 

4.  Capt.  John  Smith  at  Jamestown — Indian  Warfare. 

5.  Music  by  Band. 

6.  The    Puritans    in    America — Miles    Standish,    Priscilla,    and 

John  Alden. 

7.  Music  by  Band. 

8.  William  Penn  and  the  Indians. 

9.  Music  by  Band. 

10.  Colonial  Ball,  Ride  of  Paul  Revere,  and  Battle 

11.  Music  by  Band. 

12.  Betty    Ross    and    George    Washington — Making    American 

Flag  by  Betty  Ross. 

13.  Music  by  Band. 

14.  Tableau — Signing  Declaration  of  Independence — Reading  of 

same. 

15.  Music  by  Band. 

16.  March  of  Nations  and  Singing  of  "America"  by  all  present. 
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Lincoln  and  The  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

Union  of  North  and  South. 
Music  by  Band. 

Final  Suppression  of  Indian   Uprisings. 
Music  by  Band. 
Spanish-American  War. 
Music  by  Band. 
Discovery  of  North  Pole. 
.Music  by  Band. 
The  United  States. 
Greater  San  Francisco. 
Music  by  Band. 

Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition. 
Music  by  Band. 
Universal  Peace. 


SOUTHSIDE    PLAYGROUNDS 


Program   in   charge   of 
Directors  Mr.  Ray  Daugherty  and  Miss  Ruth  M.  Duncan. 

1.  Colonial  Minuet. 

2.  .March  and  Drill  by  Colonial  Soldiers. 

3.  Flag  Drill. 

4.  Virginia  Reel. 

5.  Tableau — Surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

6.  Music  by  Band. 

7.  Southern  Melodies. 

8.  Southern  Lullaby  and  Dance. 

9.  Presentation  of  Thirteen  Original  States,  with  Songs. 

10.  Music  by  Band. 

11.  Indian  Drill  and  Dance. 

12.  Forty-Niners  Crossing  Plains. 

13.  Meeting  of  Plainsmen  and  Indians. 

14.  Admission  of  California  to  the  Union. 

15.  Song:     Hail  California. 

16.  Music  by  Band. 

17.  Impromptu  Playground  Games  and  Races. 
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AY  DAY  of  1912  was  greeted  by  the  children  of  San  Francisco 
with  greater  pageantry  than  signalized  the  May  days  of  years 
gone  by.  The  ambitious  display  offered  by  the  vast  assembly 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Civic  Center,  which  later  in  the  day 
spread  to  the  various  sections  of  the  city,  made  it  a  thoroughly 
happy  occasion,  completely  dominated  by  the  May  Day  spirit. 

In   former  years  Golden   Gate   Park  reached   out  and   cap- 
tured  the    May    Day   festival,   but   this  year   arrangements  were 
for  celebrations  in  four  districts  of  the  city,  in   addition  to  the  usual 
at  the  children's  playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


Gathered  in  their  royal  raiment,  the  queens  chosen  by  their  playmates 
from  the  respective  neighborhoods  were  crowned  by  the  Mayor  during  the 
forenoon  of  May  Day.  and  later  proceeded  to  conduct  the  ceremonies  accord- 
ing to  the  programme  on  the  several  playgrounds. 

Referring  to  the  May  Day  festival.  Mayor  Rolph  said: 

"What  a  happy  May  Day  this  is  for  the  new  San  Francisco.  In  all  my 
life  I  have  never  before  seen  such  a  beautiful  and  inspiring  sight  as  you  chil- 
dren are  now  giving  me.  Today  is  the  first  day  of  summer,  and  summer  means 
vacation,  and  flowers,  and  other  nice  things.  But  I  want  to  assure  you  that 
no  flower  is  comparable  with  the  beautiful  young  boyhood  and  girlhood  that 
stands  before  me  today.  I  want  to  congratulate  the  Playground  Commission 
and  the  Board  of  Education,  the  teachers,  and  all  who  assisted  in  bringing 
about  this  splendid  celebration.  I  am  sure  that  in  the  future  you  will  all 
look  back  to  this  bright  May  Day. 

"Many  of  you  here  are  old  enough  to  have  engraved  ineradicably  on  your 
memory  the  great  emergency  San  Francisco  faced  in  1!)06.  You  were  wit- 
nesses of  the  incomparable  fortitude  with  which  your  parents  sutsained  the 
staggering  blow,  the  dauntless  courage  with  which  they  smiled  through  the 
days  of  adversity,  and  the  infinite  faith  and  courage  and  loyalty  with  which 
they  reared  a  new  and  more  glorious  San  Francisco  upon  the  wreck  of  the  old. 


Report  "  By  a  happy  arrangement  you  stand  here  today  so  that  you  conceal  one 

Playground  °f  tne  ^ew  wounds  that  remain  unhealed.  On  every  hand  you  may  mark  the 
Commission  work  that  has  been  so  magnificently  done.     Here  where  you  stand  will  soon 

pAGE  38  arise  the  crowning'  monument  to  your  city's  valor — that  Civic  Center  so  long 
a  cherished  dream,  and  now  about  to  become  a  glorious  reality. 

"All  that  has  been  done,  and  all  that  is  planned  for  the  future,  were  born 
of  the  deepest  and  truest  sense  of  civic  loyalty  and  civic  pride.  We  people 
of  San  Francisco  are  a  masterful  people,  self-reliant  and  unafraid.  Here  we 
dream  great  dreams.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  all  the  most  divine 
moods  of  nature  perennially  nurture  our  aspirations  and  marvelously  our 
dreams  come  true?" 

HAMILTON    PLAYGROUNDS 

Geary  and  Scott  Streets 

May  1st,  1912 

Program  2  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m. 

1.  Music. 

2.  May  Day  Ceremonies: 

(a)  Bringing  in  the  May. 

(b)  Maypole  Dance. 

3.  Folk  Dances: 

(a)  Tantoli. 

(b)  Lassies'  Dance Junior  and  Senior  Girls 

4.  Dumb  Bell  Drill Senior  Boys 

5.  Highland  Fling. 

6.  Music. 

7.  Folk  Dancing Golden  Gate  Primary  School 

(a)  Niger  Polka. 

(b)  Danish  Dance  of  Greeting. 

(c)  Norwegian  Mountain  Dance. 

8.  Free  Hand  Exercises Junior  Boys 

9.  Music. 

10.  Window  Jumping Boys 

11.  Cornet  Solo. 

12.  Recreative  Games Boys  and  Girls 

Races. 

Music  by  Chinese  Six  Companies  Boys'  Band. 


NORTH    BEACH    PLAYGROUNDS  Report 

Powell  and  Lombard  Streets  0F  THE 

Playground 

.May  1st,  1912  Commission 

Program  2  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  Page  :!!» 

1.  Music. 

2.  May  Day  Ceremonies: 

(a I   Bringing  in  the   May. 
(b)   Maypole  Dance. 

3.  Wand  Drill  Senior  Boys 

4.  Folk  Dancing: 

(a)  Bleking. 

(b)  Ace  of  Diamonds. 

5.  Music. 

6.  Folk  Dancing: 

(a)  Shoemaker's   Dance. 

(b)  Chimes  of  Dunkirk      Junior  Girls 

7.  Scottish  Dance 

8.  Folk  Dancing: 

(a)  Lassies'  Dance. 

(b)  Swedish  Clap  Dance Intermediate  Girls 

(c)  Russian  Cossack. 

9.  ."Music. 

10.  Folk  Dancing: 

(a)  German  Hopping  Dance Senior  Girls 

(b)  Highland  Schottische. 

(c)  How  do  you  do? 

11.  Swedish  Weaving  Dance Wide  Awake  Girls'  Club 

North  Beach  Playgrounds 

12.  Music. 

13.  Recreative  Games. 

14.  Basketball. 

Races. 

Music  by  Pacific  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  Band. 
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NE  of  the  most  active  co-operative  factors  in  the  playground 
system  resulting  from  the  general  recreation  movement  in  San 
Francisco  is  the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League. 


As  a  direct  outgrowth  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the 
Playground    Commission,    the    Public    Schools    Athletic    League 
is  now  established  and  maintained  by  the  Board  of  Education 
as   part    of   the    broad    programme    arranged    for    the    physical 
training  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  public  schools.      The  appoint- 
ment of  a  salaried  director  of  athletics  and  two  assistants  is  an  assurance 
that  the  details  of  this  feature  will  be  placed  on  a  parallel  with  other  depart- 
ments of  education. 

The  location  of  playgrounds  in  various  sections  of  the  city  provides  for 
games  and  general  activities  Avithin  the  respective  districts  of  the  league  in 
addition  to  and  including  the  supervision  of  playground  leaders  who  are 
invaluable  towards  the  general  welfare  of  public  recreation. 

To  meet  the  expense  of  clerical  assistance  and  the  general  exploitation 
of  juvenile  athletics,  the  Board  of  Education  has  aj)propriated  the  sum  of 
$3,000  for  the  fiscal  year  1912-13. 
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HE  first  free  swimming  tank  to  be  operated  in  San  Francisco  is  at 
present  nearing  completion  on  the  North  Beach  Playground. 
Salt  water  brought  from  the  bay.  blocks  distant,  and  of  com- 
fortable temperature,  will  fill  the  plunge,  50  x  90  feet,  separated 
by  a  division  wall,  making  practically  two  tanks. 

This  improvement,  when  completed,  will  represent  an  expendi- 
ture of  120.000.  The  tank,  which  is  of  reinforced  concrete,  covers 
a  depth  of  from  31/-)  feet  to  8  feet,  was  constructed  during 
municipal  year  of  1911-12.  at  a  cost  of  $6,817.13.  Owing  to  a  shortage  of 
funds,  no  attempt  to  complete  the  original  plan  was  made  until  the  present 
fiscal  year,  when  the  sum  of  $12,704  was  appropriated  towards  the  construc- 
tion of  a  reinforced  concrete  bath  house  and  dressing  rooms,  as  displayed  in 
the  accompanying  drawings. 

The  area  directly  over  the  water  will  be  exposed,  open-air  swimming 
resulting  from  t his  scheme,  which  is  the  culmination  of  considerable  thought 
and  estimate. 

January.  1913.  will  witness  the  inauguration  of  the  salt  water  baths  in 
connection  with  the  Playground  Commission's  ambitious  plan  for  a  municipal 
bathing  plant. 

In  addition  to  dressing  rooms,  the  structure  surrounding  the  tank  is  also 
the  administration  building  on  the  playground,  and  will  include  offices  of  the 
director  and  his  assistants.     The  general  plan  of  the  building  is  of  the  Mission 

architecture  familiar  to  California. 

The  floors  are  of  concrete  slab,  with  cement  top  finish,  while  the  walls 
are  of  cement  plaster,  with  partitions  of  metal  lath  and  plaster.  A  red  tile 
roof  will  top  the  structure,  which  was  designed  by  the  Bureau  of  Architecture 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  erected  bv  the  Playground  Commission. 
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Municipal  Band 


N  ENJOYABLE  feature  of  the  playground  innovations  during  the 
year  has  been  the  Sunday  afternoon  concerts  by  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Municipal  Band.  In  this  respect,  music  in  concert 
rendition  has  been  brought  to  the  playfields  at  regular  inter- 
vals, making  a  happy  combination  for  the  neighborhood 
assemblies,  resulting  from  the  admission  of  adults  to  the  play- 
grounds  week   ends. 

In  connection  with  May  Day  celebration.  Independence 
Day  exercises  and  play  festivals,  the  Municipal  Band  is  a  popular  attraction. 
Although  an  institution  created  by  separate  act  of  the  city  officials,  it  is  a 
public  welfare  factor  and  has  proven  a  welcome  addition  to  the  carnival 
features  of  recreation. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors for  the  fiscal  year  1912-13,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  band.  The 
excellent  programmes  offered  by  the  Municipal  Band  are  arranged  by  Director 
John  A.  Keogh. 


DEDICATION    EXERCISES    JACKSON    PLAYGROUNDS 

Monday,  September  2,  1912  (Labor  Day),  2  p.  m. 

Concert,  San  Francisco's  Municipal  Band 

JOHN  A.  KEOGH,  Director 


"Star  Spangled  Banner" 

1.  March — "Tannhauser"   Richard   Wagner 

2.  Overture — "Jolly  Fellows" Franz  von  Suppe 

3.  Grand  American  Fantasy Victor  Herbert 

4.  Barcarolle  from  "The  Love  Tales  of  Hoffman" 

Jules  Offenbach 

5.  Selections — "Faust"  C.  Gounod 

6.  Egyptian   Serenade — "Amina" Paul   Lincke 


7.  Airs  of  All  Nations Charles  Godfrey 

8.  Waltz — "Southern  Roses" Johanna  Strauss 

9.  Medley — "Remick's  No.  12" J.  Bodewaldt  Lampe 

10.  March — "Onward  Christian  Soldiers" Sir  Arthur  Sullivan 
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INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS 


Rev.   D.    O.    Crowley,   President   San    Francisco    Playground 
Commission. 


REMARKS 

George  A.  Merrill,  Principal  California  School  .Mechanical  Arts. 
Rev.  P.  O'Connell,  Southern  Heights  Improvement  Association. 
Rev.  William  E.  Parker,  Southern  Heights  Improvement  Associa- 
tion. 
H.  A.  Hanlan,  Buena  Vista  Improvement  Club. 

DEDICATION. 
His  Honor  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  Mayor. 

FOOTBALL  GAME. 
Lick  High  School  vs.  Cogswell  School. 

BASKETBALL  GAME. 

North  Beach  Playground  Boys  vs.  Albions. 
Southside  Playground  Girls  vs.  Hamilton  Playground  Girls 

HANDBALL   GAME. 
Southside  Playground  Girls. 

TENNIS  GAME. 
Presidio  Playground  Boys  vs.  Hamilton  Playground  Boys. 


FOLK  DANCES. 
North  Beach  Playground  Girls  and  Southside  Playground  Girls. 
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GIRLS    BASEBALL  TEAMS. 


SOUTHSIDE    PLAYGROUND. 

SLIDE   AND    SAND   BOX.  BABY   SECTION   AND   SWINGS. 
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San  Francisco's  First  Annual  Aquatic  Day,  Sunday.  June  16,  1912,  under  the 
Auspices  of  the  Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco 


yHE  League,  com- 
posed of  nver 
fifty  commercial, 

civic  and  philan- 
thropic men  and 
women's  organ- 
izations of  this 
city,     has     been 

instrumental     in     launching 

many    good    movements    for 

the   civic,   social  and   recrea- 
tional    betterment     of     San 

Francisco. 

In   furthering   the    contingent    interests   of  the   Playground    Commission 

this  auxiliary   body   has   been   active   in   exploiting   the    playground   situation 

along  channels  of  heretofore  negligent  elements. 

San  Francisco  needs  a  recreation  league,  as  one  of  the  greatest  assets  to  a 

city  are  its  leisure  centers  and  distracting  features  in  an  atmosphere  of  play 

and  carnival. 

1.     A  center  of  intercommunication  of  organizations  interested  in  recrea- 
tion in  San  Francisco. 

'2.     To  foster  harmonious  relations  among  them. 

:3.  To  prevent  overlapping 
of  work. 

4.  To  draw  up  a  compre- 
hensive plan  of  work. 

5.  To  foster  play  and  rec- 
reation among  the  people. 

6.  To  co-operate  with  the 
municipal  commissioners  and 
officers  to  develop  recrea- 
tional opportunities  in  San 
Francisco. 

Folk  Dancing  in  Public  Schools,  San  Francisco 
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HE  broad  scope  of  the  playground  campaign  has  been  prescribed  in 
the  plan  to  institute  a  wider  use  of  school  areas  in  districts  where 
recreation  facilities  have  been  neglected.  Many  of  the  modern 
school  plants  in  San  Francisco  offer  excellent  arrangement  for 
supervised  play,  the  latter  feature  being  essential  to  the  social 
and  moral  welfare  of  the  children,  in  addition  to  guarding  valu- 
able porperties  from  juvenile  indiscretion. 

In  presenting  this  latest  phase  of  playground  possibilities, 
the  co-operative  interests  of  the  Playground  Commission  and  the  Board  of 
Education  have  been  announced  in  the  appointment  of  a  play  director  at  the 
Bay  View  School,  and  the  Terba  Buena  School.  Baseball,  basketball  and 
tennis  fields  have  been  provided  on  these  sites.  wrhich  heretofore  were  deserted 
for  the  attractions  of  the  street.  The  extension  of  this  system  will  result  in 
four  additional  school  yard  playgrounds  during  the  present  fiscal  year  and  a 
probable  completed  plan  in  the  near  future. 

The  advantage  of  the  use  of  the  school  grounds  for  play  space  is  readily 
seen.  It  is  near  the  child's  home  and,  in  case  of  inclement  weather,  shelter  is 
offered  in  the  school  building,  where  quiet  indoor  games  are  possible. 

In  the  public  playground,  in  connection  with  the  school,  there  is  the 
double  advantage  of  recreation  during  the  summer  months  in  connection  with 
a  vacation  school.  The  ultimate  value  of  this  work  for  the  child  cannot  be 
overestimated. 


LL  OF  the  agencies  have  been — each  in  its  own  way — instru- 
mental in  the  education  of  the  people  to  the  realization  of  the 
great  worth  of  public  opportunities  for  recreational  activities 
for  both  children  and  adults.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
influence  of  each  movement,  but  taken  together  they  have  pro- 
diiced  a  genuine  desire  and  enthusiasm  throughout  the  city 
for  recreational  facilities  operated  by  the  municipality  and 
conducted   under   adequate   supervision.     This   combination   has 

produced  a  most  gratifying  result,  designated  to  furnish  a  school  for  better 

citizenship  and  as  a  A'ent  for  valuable  energy. 
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ORDINANCE  805. 
Approved  June  11,  1903. 

Prohibiting  Ball  Playing  on  Public  Highways. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  People  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  as 

follows  : 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  play  at  or  participate 
in  any  game  of  ball  on  any  public  street  or  highway. 

Section  2.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
•ordinance  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  punished  by  a  tine  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  ($500.00)  dollars,  or  by 
imprisonment  in  the  County  Jail  for  not  more  than  six  (6)  months,  or  by  both 
such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Section  3.     This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  immediately. 


San  Francisco,  October  1,  1912. 


Dear  Sirs 


Seeing  that  so  many  districts  have  playgrounds  or  a  place  to  play  ball  in, 
we  ask  that  if  possible  one  be  placed  in  the  vicinity  of  Valencia  and  Twentieth 
Streets. 

Every  time  we  start  to  play  rubber  hose  or  bat  the  wicket  we  are  generally 
stopped  by  a  policeman.  The  nearest  place  in  which  we  are  allowed  to  play 
without  fear  of  arrest  is  at  Seventh  and  Harrison  Streets. 

Hoping  that  you  will  try  to  procure  one. 

Yours  respectfully, 


NOTE — This  petition  was  offered  to  the  Playground  Commission  by  2,500  children 
from  the  district  mentioned. 


PRESS  OF 

HTofjn  iUttfjen  3Tr.  Company 

67    FIRST   STREET 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


N  dealing  with 
the  problem  of 
crime  in  youth, 
we  shall  make 
progress  just  in 
proportion  as 
we  appreciate 
the  absurdity  of 
limiting  our 
remedies  to  the 
the  jailor  and  the 
hangman.  Our  plea  for 
public  playgrounds  is  a 
plea  for  justice  to  the  boy. 
We  are  literally  crowding 
him  off  the  earth.  We 
have  no  right  to  deny  him 
his  heritage,  but  that  is  just 
what  we  are  d  oing  in  nearly 
every  large  city  ito  this 
country,  and  he  is  hitting 
back,  and  hitting  hard, 
when  he  does  not  mean  to 
while  we  vaguely  under- 
stand and  stupidly  punish 
him  for  crime.  Why 
shouldn't  he  rebel?  The 
amazing  thing  is  that  he  is 
not  worse  than  he  is. 


Judge  Benjamin  B.  Lindsay 
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PLAYGROUND        COMMISSION 


Rev.    D.    0.    Crowley 
I.Irs.    Sigmund  Stern 
I.lrs.   Mildred   J.    Pollok: 
Senator   James   D.    Phelan 
Constant    J.   iiUger 
John  McLaren 
Alfred  I.    Ssberg 


Miss    Josephine   Randall,    Supt.    of  Recreation 
Hiss   Vela  B.    Young,  Secretary 


Playground   Commission  Office, 
'Room  376,    City  Hall 


E  I  S  nSY 

of    the 

PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

The  public  playgrounds  of  San  Francisco  had  their  origin 
in  the  unofficial,  but  none  the  less  successful,  efforts  of 
the  California  Club.   In  1^95  that  organization  established 
and  maintained  for  a  period  of  three  years,  a  public  playground 
upnu  school  property  at  Bush  and  Hyde  Street. 

The  Board  of  Educati  on  next  maintained  a  public  play- 
ground in  the  district  south  of  Market  Street  upon  land  leased 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Fuller  official  recognition  aid  effort  were  attained  in 
19CJ4  when  a  bond  issue  of  ^74C,00G  was  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  "acquiring  lands  for  public  parks  to  be  used  as  children's 
playgrounds."   To  curry  out  the  purpose  and  meaning  of  the 
bond  issue  3f  19«J4,  an  amendment  to  the  City  Charter  was  enact- 
ed in  1907  which  empowered  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  Playground 
Commission. 

Since  1907  the  public  playground  developments  of  San 
Francisco  have  been  carried  out  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  a  Playground  Commission  having  equal  standing  with  the 
other  departments  of  the  municipal  government. 

CHARTER  PROVISIONS  GOVERNING  Ph.  iY  GROUND  COMMISSION 

Children's  Playgrounds,  Management  Of. 

Section  1.   All  children's  playgrounds  now  owned  by  the 
City  and  County,  and  all  children's  Playgrounds  that  shell 
hereafter  bo  acquired  by  the  City  and  County,  and  ".11  public 
recreation  centers,  other  th-n  those  located  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  shall  be  under  the  management  and  control  of  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,  which  sh  .11  consist  of  men,  and  women;  and 
shall  be  known  and  designated  as  the  Playground  Commissioners. 
No  person  shall  be  appointed  such  Commissioner  who  shall  not 
be  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  appointment  :..  resident  of  the 
City  and  County,  and  who  sh„ll  not  have  been  such  at  least 
five  years  prior  thereto. 


Commissioners 


Section_2.   The  Commissioners  sh  ,11  bo  seven  in  number, 
five-  olf"whom "shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  the  term  of 
four  years.   Three  of  the  members  appointed  by  the  Mayor  sha] 
be  men  find  two  of  thorn  shall  bo  women..   The  President  of  the 
Bo.rd  of  Saucaticn  shall  or  ex-officio  the  sixth  memoer  of 
the  Commission,  and  either  the  President  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners or  the  Superintendent  of  Golden  Gate  Park,  as  the 
park  Commissioners  in  writing  may  appoint,  sh -11  be  ex-officio 
the  seventh  member.   The  Park  Commissioners  may  at  any  time, 
by  resolution  served  upon  the  Playground  Commissioners,  change 
their  ex-efficio  member  of  said  Commission,  provided  that  sueh 
ex-officio  member  be  always  either  their  President  or  Said 
Superintendent.   None  of  s_id  Commissioners  shall  receive  any 
compensation  for  his  or  her  services. 

Or"  aization.   Rules 

Section  3-  Ihe   Commissioners  shall  organize  by  electing 
one  of  their  number  President,  './ho  shall  hold  office  for  one 
year  or  until  his  or  her  successor  is  elected,  and  they  may 
elect  a  Secretary  who  is  not  u  m<..fobor  of  the  Board. 

A  majority  of  the  membtrs  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business.   The  Board  shall  hold  ..  regular 
meetings  at  least  once  in  two  weeks,  and  as  many  special 
meetings  as  it  may  ieem  proper. 

The  Board  shall  establish  rules  „nd   regulations  for  its 
government  and  for  the  performance  of  its  duties,  and  for  the 
conduct  of  its  officers  and  employees,  .aid  shall  require 
adequate  bonds  from  all  its  officers  <.nd  employees,  except 
laborers,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  auties,  and 
in  such  sums  as  may  be  fixed  by  it,  such  bonds  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Mayor  ant  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor, 


Rules  and  Populations. 


S 

this  Ch  irter. 

Power  of  Commissioners. 


Section  K   The  Commissioners  shall  have  complete  and 
exclusive  control,  management  and  direction  of  the  aforesaid 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  and  the  exclusive  right 
to  erect  and  tc  superintend  the  erection  of  buildings  and 
structures  thereon,  and  to  that  end  they  may  employ  superin- 
tendents, surveyors,  engineers,  laborers  and  other  employees 
and  assistants  anil  prescribe  „nd   fix  their  luties,  authority 
an  I  compensation.        ■_■■•-. 


They  shall  have  the  exclusive  management  and  disbursement  i 
all  funis  legally  appropriated  or  received  from  any  source 
for  the  support  di  I  equipment  of  the  aforesaid  playgrounds 
and  recreation  centers,  provided,  that  such  management  of 
any  real  or  personal  property  or  moneys  acquired  by  loan, 
gift,  devise  cr  bequest  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  loan,  gift,,  devise,  or  bequest.   The 
Commissioners  may  purchase  in  the  name  cf  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  Ian  Is  to  be  used  as  chilirenTs  playgrounds 
and  recreation  centers,  with  any  moneys  legally  appropriated 
for  such  purpose  or  acquirea  by  gift,  legacy  or  bequest  for 
such  purpose. 

Mgj  Receive  Donations. 

Section  6.   The 


such  gift,  donation,  legacy  cr  bequest,  be  deposited  in  the 
treasury  of  the  City  and  County  to  the  account  of  the  Playgrcun 
Fund  cf  the  General  Fund.   The  same  may  be  withdrawn  there- 
from and  paid  cut  in  the  same  manner  as  isfc  provided  for  the 
payment  of  moneys  legally  appropriated  for  the  support  ani 
improvement  of  such  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers.   If 
such  moneys  shall  at  any  time  exceed  in  amount  the  sum  necess- 
ary for  immediate  expenditure  on  said  playgrounds  cr  recreation 
centers  the  Board  may  invest  all  cr  part  of  the  same  in  inter- 
est-bearing bends  of  the  United  States,  cf  the  State  cf  Cali- 
fornia or  of  any  municipality  therein. 

Police  Detail. 

Section  7.   The  Chief  of  Police  shall  en  request  cf  the 
Ccmmissitners  ietail  such  members  of  the  Police  Fcrce  of  the 
City  and  County  for  service  in  saicl  playgrounds  and  recreaticn 
centers  as  may  be  necessary  f c r  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
and  the  city  ordinances  and  the  preper  observance  cf  the  tules 
and  regulations  of  the  C< mmissicnors. 

Supervise rs  May  Set  aside  Other  Ian  Is. 


Section  8.   The  Supervisors  shall  have  the  power  to  set 
apart  either  -.bselutely  or  for  a  definite  pericd  cf  time^ 
any  land  not  improved  with  any  public  buildings  belonging  tc 
the  City  and  County  ether  th^n  land  under  the  exclusive  ccn- 
trol  and  management  cf  the  Park  Commissioners ,  and  land 
■acquired  by  the  xssue  of  bonds  f c  r  ether  specific  purpose, 

for  use  as  children's  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers, 
and  the  same  shall,  when  so  set  ap„.rt  for  such  use,  be  under 
the  exclusive  control  and  management  cf  the  Playgrc und 
Cc mmissicners. 


.    '. 


,"  "i. 


P^rk  C'  amiss i  nors  May  Sot  Apart  Other  Parks. 

Section  9.   The  Park  Ci.nimissionors  shall  have  power  tc 
sot  tip  art  either  absolutely  cr  for  a  lefinite  period  cf  time- 
such  parks  and  squares  cr  portions  thereof  as  they  may  see 
pr< per,  other  than  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Mission  Park, 
for  use  as  children's  playgrounds  ...nd  recreation  centers, 
and  the  sane  shall,  when  s<  set  apart  for  such  use,  be,  to 
the  extent  rf  that  use,  under  the  exclusive  control  and 
management  rf  the  Playground  Commissioners. 

Appropriation  for  Support* 

Section  10.   The  Supervisors  shall i    for  the  purchase, 
development,  equipment  and  maintenance  of  the  aforesaid 
playgrounds  and  recreati  n  centers,  annually  appropriate 
tc.  the  Pl.ygr  :und  Commissi,  ners  nit  less  than  five  cents  nor 
mere  th_n  seven  cents  upon  each  '.  ne  hundred  dollars  assessed 
valuation  upen  all  property  in  the  City  an.  County  cf  San 
Fran^isc.  net  exempt  fr  .m  taxatiin;  an.L  the  funus  so  appropri- 
ated shall  be  credited  to  the  Playground  Fund  cf  the  General 
Fund,  an d  the  Playground  Commissioners  shall  hate  the  exclu- 
sive management  and  disbursement  of  the  Same;  and  shall  con- 
form to  the  General  Charter  an  1  ordinance  previsions  relative 
to  the  purchase  of  materials,  supplies  and  equipment;  but 
the  tax  herein  provided  siull  not  be  included  in  the  limita- 
tions prescribed  by  Sections  11  and  13  of  Chapter  1  cf  Article 
III. 

The  Secretary  sh-.ll  keep  a  full  -_.ee  unt  cf  all  property, 
aeney,  receipts  ai '.  expenditures  and  a  record  of  all  pr.  ceel- 
ings  cf  the  Commissioners.   The  vutes  cf  ...11  its  mecbtTrs 
shall  be  recorded  in  tie  minutes  with  the  "ayes"  and  "noes". 

Recreati'. n  centers  kno  .vn  as  "The  aquatic  Park",  situate 
adjacent  tc  Fort  MuS.  n,  "Fleishhacker  Peel  and  Pl.yfiold," 
situate  south  r  f  Sloat   B>  ulo-v..r  1  and  adjacent  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  the  "Municipal  Grlf  Links,"  situated  in  the  Lake  Merced 
lands,  and  "The  Stadium,"  i  opesite  the  Pi  lytechnic  High  School, 
together  with  such  1  mds  now  acquired  or  hereafter  acquired  by 
the  City  an 1  Ccunty  adjacent  t.  said  centers  which  the  Super- 
visors shall  designate,  shall  be  under  the  exclusive  control 

and  management  of  the  Park  Commissioners. As  amended  November 

4,  1924;  .approved  by  the  Legislature  January  21,  1925. 

article  XIV-ji  added  as  an  amendment  November  5,  1905;  ap- 
proved by  the  Legislature  November  22,  1907  (Statutes  Special 
Session,  1907,  page  56). 


i: 


PERSOMEL 

The  personnel  of  the  Playground  Department 
includes  in  the  Administrative  and  Executive  Depart- 
ment ten,  Directors  on  the  playgrounds ,  both  regular 
and  Sunday,  seventy-eight,  and  laborers  and  caretakers, 
thirty-two . 

SIZE,  LAY-OUT  AND  GEltfERAL  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  PLAYGROUND  DEPART MENT . 

At  present  the  Playground  Department  com- 
A  rip.es  seventeen  regular  playgrounds,  eight  school- 
yards, and  a  small  club-house  for  indoor  activities, 
as  well  as  two  sites  partially  developed,  two  sites 
partially  purchased,  and  one  site  which  is  owned,  but 
is  as  yet  undeveloped. 

The  Department  also  includes  two  open  air 
swimming  pools,  one  in  the  North  Peach  District  and 
one  in  the  Mission  Dis^rict.   Children  are  taught  to 
swim  free  of  charge,  the  work  being  conducted  entirely 
for  the  personal  welfare  of  the  child  and  considered  an 
important  part  of  the  education.   It  is  the  hope  of  the 
Commission  to  be  able  to  provide  more  swimming  tanks  for 
the  children  in  the  coming  years. 

The  total  number  of  tennis  courts  on  the  San 
Francisco  Playgrounds  is  twenty-eight.   There  are  also 
thirty  basketball  courts,  including  the  eight  on  the 
schoolyards  and  the  four  indoors.   There  are  nine  regu- 
lation baseball  diamonds,  and  handball  courts  on  many 
of  the  grounds. 

The  activities  of  small  children  has  always 
been  uppermost  with  the  Playground  Commission.   At  the 
same  time  they  have  not  overlooked  the  activities  for 
the  older  boys  and  girls,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  "Boys' 
Activities"  and  "Girls'  Activities"  which  follows: 

The  following  are  the  total  number  of  activi- 
ties in  which  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  playgrounds  par- 
ticipated during  the  last  fiscal  year,  1925-1926: 

BOYS'  ACTIVITIES  GIRLS'  ACTIVITIES 


Basketball 16,596  Playground  bell.  .  .  .6  ,  918 

Baseball 6,537  Hunch 24,910 

Tennis 74,185  Basketball . 4,821 

Handball 10,590  Volley-ball 3,626 

Football 4,331  Tennis 63,233 

Hunch 49,564 

Playground  Ball 22  ,  155 

Hockey .1,035 


185,065  105,508 


A  resume'  of  activities  which  were  conducted 
"by  the  Playground  Department  during  the-  last  fiscal 
year  is  as  folLows: 

1.  A  city-wide  PICNIC  at  Glen  Park  on 
the  Fourth  of  July  for  all  San  Fran- 

•  cisco  children. 

2.  SWIMMING  MEETS  for  girls  and  boys  on 
July  4th  at  Mission  and  North  Beach 
Bath  Houses. 

3.  A  huge  PLAY  DAY  at  the  Kezar  Memorial 
Stadium  in  September,  1925. 

4.  Two  TRACK  AND  FIELD  MEETS  for  girls. 

5.  TENUIS  TOURNAMENTS  for  boys  and  girls, 
with  over  1500  children  participating 

6.  BASKETBALL  TOURNAMENT  for  boys,  with 
over  500  participating 

7.  BA3EBALL  TOURNAMENT  for  boys  in  Junior 
and  Senior  Divisions,  with  over  500 
taking  part. 

8.  VOLLEY  BALL  TOURNAMENT  for  girls,  with 
250  girls  entered. 

9.  Staging  of  a  number  of  DRAMATIC  PRODUC- 
TIONS at  the  Playground  Field  Houses 
throughout  the  year,  especially  during 
the  Christmas  season,  and  also  at  the 
Public  Library--boys  and  girls  partici- 
pating in  these  plays. 

10.  The  MAY  FESTIVAL  AND  SPRING  PAGEANT,  in 
which  over  700  playgroxmd  girls  partic- 
ipated, was  held  at  the  Civic  Center. 

11.  SWIMMING  INSTRUCTION  for  boys  and  girls 
during  the  school  vacation. 

12.  PICNIC  AND  HIKING  schedules  for  boys 
and  girls  durin?  the  school  vc cation. 

13.  vacation  baseball  tournament  for  boys 

in  Junior  and  Senior  Division,  with 
560  boys  entered. 


On  the  individual  playgrounds  the  following 
activities  are  conducted  all  year  round: 

KINDERGARTEN  WORK  for  small  children 

CIRCLE  AND  SINGING  GA:.IES  for  children 

APPARATUS  RACES 

MARBLES  AND  MARBLE  TOURNAMENTS 

JACK  TOURNAMENTS 

CHECKER  TOURNAMENTS 

CROQUET 

TETHER  TENNIS 

TIE  Cidl  GOLT 

HOCKEY 

SOCCER 

FOOTBALL 

HANDBALL 

VOLLEY  BALL 

TENUIS 

BASKETBALL 

INDOOR  AND  REGULATION  BASEBALL 

On  three  ox  the  playground  Boy  Scout  Troops 
hold  their  meetings.   Glen  Park  Playground  serves  as 
one  of  the  branches  for  the  San  Francisco  Boys'  Club. 
On  a  number  of  playground  Camp  Eire  groups  meet. 

Adult  groups  use  the  indoor  basketball  bourts 
throughout  the  week,  and  the  baseball  diamonds  are  used 
by  them  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays. 

SULKIER  CALIF 

A  very  interesting  part  of  the  work  conducted 
by  the  Playground  Commission  is  its  Summer  Camp  at 
Mather,  Tuolumne  County,  located  in  the  High  Sierras, 
nine  miles  from  the  0' Shaughnessy  Dam.   This  year  the 
camp  opened  on  June  20th,  and  there  was  a  full  regis- 
tration of  150  people  for  the  first  excursion. 

The  camp  has  become  very  popular,  and  the  ex- 
cursionists speak  in  glowing  terms  of  the  Camp  manage- 
ment and  every  phase  of  this  mountain  recreation  camp. 

We  were  able  to  install  a  number  of  necess- 
ary improvements  this  year,  ana  are  looking  forward  to 
gradually  improving  the  camp  each  year,  thereby  greatly 
increasing  the  comfort,  beauty  and  opportunities  for 
added  enjoyment  at  Mather. 


OUTLOOK 


The  Commissioners  are  awake  to  the  impera- 
tive need  of  our  community  for  more  and  "better  play- 
grounds, and  are  striving  to  do  their  utmost  to  sat- 
isfy the  crying  need.   Each  year  will  see  a  gradual 
expansion  of  the  department  north,  east,  south  and 
west.   We  are  receiving  an  appropriation  of  five 
cents  on  each  $100  assessed  valuation  of  city  property, 
but  this  is  far  from  sufficient  to  meet  the  neeC.    for 
playgrounds.   Sites  which  are  now  available  at  a 
reasonable  cost  will  be  built  on  in  the  near  future, 
and  sold  at  double  and  triple  their  present  value. 

It  is  therefore  imperative  that  a  seven 
cent  appropriation  be  set  aside  so  that  the  Commission 
can  carry  on  a  definite  constructive  recreation  pro- 
gram of  development  in  San  Francisco.   Then,  anu  then 
only  can  our  citizens  of  this  famous  western  metropo- 
lis point  with  pride  to  our  city-wide  net  work  of 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers. 


S  A  H  F  R  A  N  C  I  S  C  0 
MUNICIPaI  RECREATION  CENTERS 


PLAYGROUNDS 

EXCELSIOR  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Excelsior  District,  Russia  and 
Madrid  Streets. 

Reached:     Take  Valencia  Street  Car  (9)  to 

29th  Street:  Transfer  to  Mission  Lino; 
Get  off  at  Russia  Street,  walk  three 
blocks  east. 

Equipment:   Sand  box,  baby  swings,  slide,  baseball 
diamond,  tennis  and  basketball  courts, 
traveling  rings,   a  field  house  contain- 
ing showers  and  small  play  room. 

Acreage:     1.6 

HAMILT ON  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Western  Addition.  Geary  and  Steiner 
Streets. 

Reached;     Take  Municipal  Lines  A,  B .,  or  C.   Get 
off  at  Geary  and  Steiner . 

Equipment:   Baseball  Diamond,  two  tennis,  basket- 
ball courtc;  one  combination  apparatus 
outfit,  swings,  slides,  sand  boxes, 
jack  table,  traveling  rings.   Field 
House. 

Acreage:    4.4 

MARGARET  S.  HaY.'/aRD  PLAYGROUND  (Boy's  and  Girl's  Sections 

Location:    Golden  Gate  Avenue,  Gough  and  Laguna  Sts, 
Reached;     U.R.R.  Lines  No.  4  or  5  to  Gough  Street. 

Prom  line  4  walk  south,  one  block;  from 

Line  5  wait:  north,  one  blocik. 
Equipment:   Baseball  area,  tennis  courts,  basketball 

courts,  swings,  slides,  sand  box  and  two 

field  houses. 
Acreage:     4.00 


PLAYGROUNDS   (  Cont  lime  d ) 

JACKSON  PLAYGROUND 

Locution;    Pottero  District,  Seventeenth  and 
.Arkansas  streets. 

Reached:     Lines  6,  7,  17,  8,  and  9  on  Market  Street; 
transfer  to  #50  on  8th  Street,  get  off  at 
Ar  kan s an  Street* 

Equipment;   Baseball  Diamond,  two  basketball  courts, 
one  tennis,  two  handball,  and  one  croquut 
court.   Slides,  swings,  sand  box,  travel- 
ing rings,  rock-a-bye,  footba3.1  field, 
and  a  field  house  containing  a  gymnasium, 
stage,  basketball  court  and  showers. 

Acreage:     4:41 

lnSSION  PLaYGROUND  AND  SUIMLIIHG  'J.JiQC 

Location:    19th  .-.aid  Angelica  Streets,  bet.  Valencia 

and  Guerrero. 
Reiched:     By  U.R.R.  line  No.  9  to  Nineteenth  Street 

walk  west  one  blnck. 
Equipment;   Baseball  diamond,  basketball  court,  tennis 

court,  swings,  sand  box,  slj.de,   Field 

house  Bath  house  and  swimming  pool. 
Acreage:     ls.u9 

NORTH  BEACH  PLAYGROUND  AND  3WIMMIHG  T.iNK 


Location:    North  Beach  District,  Lombard  and  Mason  St. 

Reached:     By  Municipal  line  transfer  at  Stockton 

Street  taking  r,M  car.   Get  off  at  Lombard 
Street.         I 

Equipment:   Two  basketball  courts,  one  tennis,  two 

handball  courts.   Slides,  swings,  sand  box, 
combination  apparatus  outfit.   Field  House 
containing  sm. -11  gymnasium,  and  Bath  House 
and  Swimming  Pool. 

Acreage;     2,52 

PhESIDIO  HDIGHTS  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Presidio  Heights  District,  Clay  Street  near 

W  i,lnut . 
Reached:     U.R.R.  line  No.  3.   Get  nff  at  Presidio 

Avenue  and  Clay  Streets.   Walk  Lj-blocks  on 

Clay  Street. 
Equipment:   Play  Pie-Id,  croquet  court,  swings  ,  slides, 

traveling  rings,  and  small  field  house. 
Acreage:     .44 


PLAYGROUNDS  iconuinuauj 

g I C HMOIQ  PLA  YGR  CU  O 

Location:    18th  Avenue,  bet.  Lake  and  California  Sts 
Reached*.    Municipal  line  C  to  18th  Avenue;  walk  one 

block,  north., 
Equipment:   Sand  Box,  .jack  table,  tennis  and  basketball 

courts,  apparatus  section,  and  field  house 
Acreage:     „82 

S OUTHSIDB  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    7th  and  Harrison  Sts, 

Reached:  Lines,  6,  7,  8,  or  9  on  Market  Street. 
Transfer  tc  #30,  8th  &  Market  Street,' 
and  ride  to  Harrison,  walk  one  block  east, 

Equipment:   Baseball  diamonds,  football  field,  tennis, 
basketball,  croquet  and  handball  courts, 
combination  apparatus  outfit,  swings, 
slides,  sand  box,  and  Field  house  and 
Showers. 

Acreage:    6.73 

spring  valley  playground 

Location:    Broadway  between  Polk  and  Larkin  Streets. 
Reached:     U.R.R.  Lines.   Transfer  to  Polk  and 

Larkin  lines  #12  north;  get  off  at  Broadway; 

walk  one  block  east  or  take  Municipal  H 

car  to  Broadway,  walk  two  blocks. 
Equipment:   Basketball  and  Tennis  Court,  Sand  Box,  and 

apparatus  sedtion,  (ind  small  Pield  House  - 
acreage:     .44 

JAMES  ROLPH  JR.  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    26th,  Army,  Hampshire  and  Pottero  Avenue. 
Reached:     By  Municipal  Line  J  or  Y,   on  Market  Street 

to  11th,,  and  transfer  to  "H"  direct  to 

playground. 
Equipment:   Baseball  diamond,  volley  ball,  tennis 

courts,  and  basketball  court,  swings,  sand 

box  and  slides  and  traveling  ring  outfit. 
Acreage     2.84 


PLAYGROUNDS  f Continued) 

GLEN  PARI-:  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Glen  Park  District,  Chenery  and  Elk  Streets, 
Reached:     Take  U.R.R.  car  #10  or  #26  to  Diamond  and 

Chenery  Struct,  and  walk  along  Chenery  foo. i 

blocks. 
Equipment:   Baby  swings,  tennis  courts,  slides  baseball 

area,  track  field,  two  buildings,  one  of 

which  is  a  large  Pavilion  equipped  with  stage 
Acreage     10.423 

FUNSTON  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Chestnut  and  Buchanan  Streets. 

Reached:    Take  Municipal  car  "F"  to  Buchanan. 

Equipment:   Small  children's  section,  baseball  diamonds, 
tennis  court,  large  Field  House,  with  club 
rooms,  stage  facilities,  basketball  court, 
and  bleachers. 

Acreage:     12.65 

21ST  k   F01S0L1  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    21st  and  Folsom  Streets. 

Reached:     Take  U.R.R.  car  ^26  to  21st  Street. 

Equipment:   Children's  apparatus,  Tennis  and  Basketball 

courts,  baseball  area,  and  Field  House, 
iicreage:     .79 

ARGONNS  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    18th  Ave.  between  Geary  and  Anza  Streets. 
Reached:     Take  "B"  car  on  Geary,  and  get  off  at 

16th  uremic 
Equipment:   Tennis  and  Basketball  courts,  sand  box, 

slides,  swings,  and  field  house. 
Acreage:    .82 

JULIUS  KAHN  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    In  Presidio  Reservation,  1  block  bolow 
Jackson  Street,  between  Spruce  and 
Locust  Streets. 

Reached;    Take  #3  car  to  Jackson  and  Presidio  Avenue. 
Walk  down  Jackson  St.  to  Locust,  then  1 
block  iown  to  Presidio  Reservation. 

Equipment:   Tennis  and  basketball  courts,  football  .-and 
LaWwatiball  field,  swings,  slides,  sand 
boxes,  picnic  tables  and  benches,  and 
field  house. 

Acreage:    5. 


PLAYGROUNDS  ( Cont inued ) 
CHINESE  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    Stockton,  Clay,  Waver ly  Place  and 

Sacramento  Streets. 
Reached:    Take  Municipal  car  "F'  to  Sacramento  Street 

and  walk  east. 
Equipment:   Tennis,  basketball,  and  volley  ball  courts, 

swings,  purazontal  bar,  slides,  sand  box, 

and  field  house. 
Acreage:     .59 

PLAYGROUNDS  PARTIALLY  DEVELOPED 

UNIVERSITY  IIOUNff  PLAYGROUND 

acreage:  4.5 

Location:        Hamilton,    Felton,    Silliman  and  Somerset   Sts. 

Reached:  Take   car  #25   at    5th  and  llarket    raid   get    off 

at   Silliman  and  walk    four   blocks. 

Equipment:      At   present   includes   baseball   diamonds,    and 
bl  eachers. 

To    include   basketball   and  Tennis    courts, 
children's   apparatus,    and  Field  House. 
JAI.IES   LICK  PLAYGROUND 

Location:    25th  and  Noe  Streets. 

Reached:     Take  #8  car  on  Market  St.  to  end  of  line. 
Transfer  to  cable  car  at  18th  and  Castro 
Streets.   Ride  to  Clipper   Street,  and 
walk  down  one  block. 
Equipment ;    Small  children's  section,  indoor  baseball 
area,  and  tennis  and  basketball  courts. 
To  include  new  field  house. 
acreage:      .615 

PLAYGROUND  SITS  TO  BE  DEVELOPED 

BAY  VIEW 

Location:     Third  Street  (Railroad  Avenue),  Keith, 
Carroll  and  Armstrong. 


EDAYQaOIHTPS  I  Continued) 
SCHOOLYARD  ^^Hz^}]^M_ 

Bay  View         Location.:-  Bey  View  St.  between  Pomona 

tiii-:1.  PI  Dra  S  r,,?. 
Fairmount        Location:  -  Ohenery  St.  between  Randall 

and  30  i:":i  Sts, 
Garfield         Location:-  Ilearncy  and  Filbert  Sts. 
Grant  .Location:-  Pacific  xivo.  between  Brodorick" 

and  Baker  Sts. 
Jefferson         Location:-  19th  Ave.  between  Irving 

an<l  Judah  Sts. 
Ho  Kinley        Location:-  14th  and  Castro  Sts. 
Irving  M.  Scott   Lccation:-  Tennessee  St.,  west  side, 

north  of  2 2nd  St. 
Prank  McCoppin    Location:-  7th  Ave.  between  Balboa 

and  Cabrillo  Sts. 

Clj3  H0US5 

PL^YGROJID    CLUB  ^)~±± 

Location:      2435   Sacramento,    between  Fillmore 
and   Webster   Streets. 

For  basketball  practice    and  club 
groups. 

-i 

fe&CTflHOUKD  SITES  (Being  purchased  at  the  present  tine) 
OCILlB  VI BW 

Location:    Capitol  and  Plymouth  Avenue,  Montana 
and  Lobos  Streets. 

Reached:     Cake  Ingloside  II  car  to  Sloat  Boulevard 
Hv.i   transfer  to  "M"  car  and  r  ide  to 
Capitol  Avenue,   Walk  north  2  Dlocks. 

Acreage:     9.16 
P0TRBR0  HILL 

Location:     22nd  and  23rd  Sts.,  and  Arkansas  and 
Missouri  sts. 


attendance  san  :eraitcisco  PLAYGRptnro_s 

FISCaI  YEAR  JULY  19  25  -  JUNE  19  26 


PLAYGROUNDS 

EXCELS I OH 

FUNSTON 

CLEN  PARK 

HAMILTON 

M.  S„  HAYWiiRD 

JACKSON 

MISSION 

NORTH  BEaCH 

PRESIDIO  HEIGHTS 

RICHMOND 

JAMES  ROLPH  JR. 

SOUTHSIDE 

SPRING  VALLEY 

21ST&  POISOII 

Opened  Nov 
JAMES  LICK 
ARGONNE 

Opened  May 


BOYS 


GIRLS 


TOTaL 


1925 


1920 


57,555 

50,210 

97,745 

151,142 

41.,  791 

192..933 

22..G96 

13.666 

36,362 

147.635 

155, 47 7 

285.112 

60,215 

46,450 

106    665 

52,110 

29,466 

61,576 

47,417 

40.695 

88,312 

116. .9 75 

7 o,630 

195,805 

56,6^6 

56,117 

74.995 

59,26  2 

54,755 

74,017 

111Y  9SlG 

66,605 

179, 715 

102,552 

50,041 

isa&,?9s 

**-  O  »  DOC 

17,952 

55,490 

54,895 

19,560 

54,455 

26,920 

16,191 

45,111 

7,290 

<±,500 

11,79C 

1,051,79C 

646,687 

1.678.477 


SCHOOLYARD  PLAYGROUNDS 


BAY  VIEW 

8 ,  214 

5,698 

13.912 

FaIRMOUNT 

19,102 

10,757 

29,659 

GARFIELD 

9,472 

4,706 

14..  176 

JEFFERSON 

12,676 

6,941 

19,817 

I.:C   KUTLEY 

11,905 

5,782 

17,665 

IRVING  Li.    SCOTT 

6,482 

5,501 

11,963 

GRANT 

2,015 

620 

2,835 

70,062 

40,205 

110,267 

MISSION  BATES 

14,996 

12,^68 

27,466 

NORTH  BEACH  BAT] 

as 

6,187 

6,619 

15,006 

23,165 

19,287 

42,472 

PLAYGROUND   CLUB 

HOUSE 

5 ,  363 

2,415 

7,776 

GRAND  TOTAL   l,b56,994 
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I!     £i     I     I     2     J!     ii     li     I     ^     I     E      S 
REPRESENTED      IN     THE      ATTENDANCE 
S   A   II      FRANCISCO      PLAYGROUNDS 


Americans  Chinese 

Italians  Hungarians 

Irish  Jewish 

Germans  Assyrians 

Russians  Mexicans 

English  Hollanders 

French  Porto  Ricans 

Swedish  Lithuanians 

Spanish  Arabians 

Scotch  Finnish 

Austrians  Australians 

Swiss  Japanese 

Danish  Norwegians 

South  Americans  Bohemians 

Slavonians  C^.n^..lians 

Silicians  Greeks 

Hawaiians  Armenians 

Roumanians  Welch 

Africans  Bulgarians 

Now  Zealanders  Portuguese 

Philippines  Belgians 
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"PLAY  AND  ART,"   TdOWB&HO'R  JOHN  DE\CY  SaID,    "ARE  I.IORAL 
NECESSITIES   TO  KEEP   THE  B.JA.NCE  WHICH  WORK  CANNOT 
DEFINITELY  IL-xINT.iIN.      PLAY  AND  ART  ADD   MESH  AND 
DEEPER  MEANINGS   TO  THE  USU:iL   ACTIVITIES   OF  LIFE: 

HEY  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR   THE  ENRICHING   A3SD   FREEING 
OF  LIFE'S   IIEANING.  " 


THE   PLAY  LIFE   OF  A   PEOPLE   INDICATES 
I.IORE   THAN  ANYTHING  ELSE   ITS  VITALITY, 
IIORiiLS,    INTELLIGENCE,    aND  FITNESS   TO 
LIVE. 

LUTHER  HALSEY  GULICK,    II.    D. 


I   THINII   IT    i/OULD  BE   DIFFICULT   TO   FIND  ANY  POINT  AT 
WHICH   IN  OUR   LiAiGEST   CITIES,    A   DOLLAR   WILL   GO  FUR- 
THER   IN  THE  INKING   OF  THOSE  THINGS    FOR   WHICH  THE 
CITY  EXISTS   THAN   IN  THE  PROVISION  ,JJD  LLxINTELEsNCE 
OF  PLAYGROUNDS. 


ELIIER  ELLSWORTH  BROW,    PH.    D. 


ssj 


